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State INR Morning Summary
-2 - 3 July 1980 -

2. IRAlN: IMPL .CATIONS OF TUE SHAE'G EXPECTED DEAT

The Shah h:s been an irrelevant factor in Iran s domestic
political eguzt.on for aonths. Thus, his death wil. have no appre-
ciable impact ¢ the inzermal power struggle. It w 1l not appease
the hosti:ges' ciptors but may induc: them to make :ew demands on
the hostiige is:z.e.
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The Shah T:iv have heen the central issue in th: days immediately
followinn the E
ant factpr. His &
not much more.

i

v gaizure, but h2: rapidly cease ! to De an import-
ath now wil. result in some gloa:ing comments, but

The centrz! questi?n that has dominated, and c:ntinues to dominat

Iranian politic: is: Wao w111 inherit power follow .ng Xaomeini's
death. ‘''he rosiages have been used 1s pawns by wvar .ous factions

. (particu.arly t:2 hard-line clerics and the left) to hel> facilitate

. their efrfor=s 7> establish strong political positicis in the post-
Rhomeini worid. The Shah's deizh will not give key actors any 1in-
centive 0o deviite from previonsly stated positions In fact, to
take a more ¢or-ilistory stance on tie hostage issu: following his
passing could r» construed as an anti-revolutiorary act.

~Altaough-
resolvinyg the
{manipulated b
action. Mora
opinion, rathe:

raomeini *ould wie =he Shah's death t) movs toward

sstase crisis, the fear of an advers: public rs ion

{

the extremists: will most likely iniibit any
~an aver, Khomei.ni se=ms inclined te fcllow pu
tha: shape it :hrough decisive lead:rship.
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A Radio Tearan commentary of June 30 succinctl s summed up what
is probkably a c¢ommon Iranian view of the relationsh .p among the US,
the Shah, and the hostages:

--The Shah wvas a US agent.

--The hostac=2s have the sam2 status.

~~President Carter 2nd his administration are to blame "for the
crisis™ ard a "court will be called to try Ame rica.”

-=-T0 release the tages and end the crisis woutid bhe an act
which abardons the world's oppressed, who are 'suffering from
US imperi:lism.”

President Bani-Sadr, in an interview the same lay, alsc hinted
that the Shah': death would have no positive impact on the situation.
He said that tle Majlie decision must be based “on 1 position of
strength.” Re1e251wg the hostages simply because :1e Shah was no
longer alive cculd he widely viewed as a capitulatisn tc the US.
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